
Situation and Character         SE 030651 (on Access Land) 
A collection of nice boulders of clean, silver moor land grit.  There is lots of industrial archaeology to see on the 
walk up.  From the crag there are views of towards Air Scar and Bardon Moor to the South and trackless moors to 
the North.  Marked as Bolton Haw on the map; when you’ve seen the “spires”, discovered the carvings and felt 
the kiss of the kind winds, you’ll get the name.  A true high place. 
 
Approach 
Park as for Hebden Gill Crag.  Walk along the popular Hebden Beck path until a large ruined building is passed 
on the right.  Go through a final gate then follow a well made path up the hillside and back on yourself until a 
wall is reached; follow this up hill until the spires come into view.  The boulders are just right of these. 
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FIRST BOULDER 
The first boulder has some excellent problems. 
 
1) Almanac V3  Climb the end of the boulder to a wildly  
sloping  top. 
 
2) Gun Crime V1 Crimp up the wall.  Not to be missed.   
Someone has recently blasted this with a shotgun! 
 
3) Fighter V2 SD Start on good low holds then claw up the wall to 
the right.  V1 from standing. 

KNOBBLY BOULDER 
Just around the bay is a well featured  
overhanging bloc.  Various eliminates are  
possible.  Grittier rock, but good.  
 
8) Recorder V1  Climb the overhanging face 
on good holds to a triumphant top-out.  A sit 
start is V3 but less good. 

4) Four Winds V2 A worthwhile eliminate 
using side pulls and crimps left of the corner. 
 
5) Main Corner V0 The corner in the  
middle. 
 
6) Call Social Services V0– Step from the 
little boulder to the ledge, then climb the  
same corner. 
 
7) Straight Up V0– The right edge. 

Paul Clarke on Almanac 
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THE BIG SLOPING BOULDER 
Perfect silver grit and it’s massive - they feel like routes.  Inspite of the easy angle, it’s got all 
the atmosphere of those first climbs you ever did on gritstone.  A good place for beginners. 
 
9) Mountaineer V0– Step on easily from the left and go for the gap in the heather at the top.  
Plant your flag. 
 
10) South Face V1 Make a hard move onto the face; take any line to the top. 
 
11) Ramp V0 Climb this feature.  Brilliant. 
 
12) Shallow Flakes V1 Pull on and use delicate manoeuvres to reach the ledge.  A sit start 
turns it into a slappy V3. 
 
13) Traddo V0– Climb up using the gully and anything in reach. 

BEN’S BOFF 
A little pyramidal boulder hidden away along the edge. 
 
17) Ben’s Boff V1 Hang the ledge, scamper up and pop 
for the top (a heel hook helps; a grade harder without). 

ARETE BOULDER  
Just beside the big slopping boulder.  Only three, but three good ones. 
 
14) Scythe V0 Use the left side of the arête and the scooped shelf. 
 
15) Chariot V0 Climb the other side. 
 
16) Triumph V0 Climb the wall. 

Holly Clarke on 
Shallow Flakes. 

Ben Clarke on Chariot  
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There will be new eliminates and more 
problems to discover.  Enjoy and please 
forward any comments. 
 
While currently on Access Land on the 
RAD, it is clearly a working moor and may 
be subject to temporary restrictions. 
 
Additional photos by Paul Clarke and Tara 
Hunt. 
 
John Hunt 2008 

ROOF BOULDER 
 
A good little boulder whose main potential is yet 
to be tapped. 
 
18) Project V?  The big roof.  Sit in the cave and 
draw on mystical powers. 
 
19) Bum out V0-  Climb the left of the arête, 
trending left.  Really good. 
 
20) Bum out II  V0- The right side of the same 
arête. 
 
21) Big Slab V0  The slab just round the corner. 

LOOKOUT BOULDER 
 
A bit disappointing after looking quite promising.  Still, 
good ground for small scrambles and first steps on rock.  
There is scope here for very young climbers to take their 
first steps on rock.  
 
22) Footstool  V0-  Pull over with the help of the  
underlying edge (without which this would be a brilliant 
problem). 
 
23) Wrinkly Wall V0-  Climb the short, well featured 
wall. 
 
24) Long Haul V0-Traverse the long edge onto the top. 
 
25) Slabby Back Easy  Up the back face. 
 

Above: the work of a fierce Iron Age 
Celtic head-hunter, an off-duty miner or a 
modern artist?  You decide, but can you 
find it?  Clue: its not far from the lookout 
boulder, but not on it. 
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